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	Winter 2026
	NEWSLETTER
	Protecting Lake Placid Water Quality Since 1893
	SOA PRESIDENT’S LETTER
	-Roger Smith
	Dear SOA Members, While the bears and woodchucks of the Adirondacks are down for a long winter nap, your SOA leadership team is actively engaged on many fronts.  We’ve had a return to a traditional Lake Placid winter with deep freezes, few winter thaws and consistent snow.
	The 2025 annual SOA Lake Placid Clean Water Fund has concluded. Please see a report in this newsletter which demonstrates both growth in participation and several larger gifts. Thank you to all of who committed to support the fund. Supporting the long-term health of our waters is our common objective and I encourage everyone to participate.
	We have a new family at the end of Mt. Whitney Way, at “Antler Ridge,” and those of us on the road are making sure they get connected with the SOA. If you have new neighbors, please let either Ashleah Mayberry (SOA Administrator) or Julianne Bertagna (Membership Chair) know if a camp has changed hands so we can reach out and extend an invitation to join.
	Please read Scott Donnelly’s report on the wake-sport webinar that many of us attended in January. It is increasingly likely that regulations are on the horizon, and Lake Placid may be impacted.
	I am very grateful for Nancy Begier’s leadership of the Nominating Committee. We have several exciting new candidates lined up to join the SOA Board next summer at our Annual Meeting. Speaking of which, please mark your calendars for Saturday, August 8th. The meeting is one week later than usual due to conflicts at the High Peaks Resort.
	If you are a history buff and enjoy the history of North Elba and Lake Placid we are seeking a member willing to bring energy and passion to organizing and updating our historical materials.  Please reach out if this sounds like you.
	Finally, I want to once again thank Ashleah Mayberry and Cristina Lussi for keeping the SOA on track with tax filings, payments, memberships, and grant proposals. Our organization is deeply indebted to them for their hard work and dedication.
	See you in a few months! Roger


	2026 Annual Meeting of Members
	Saturday, August 8, 2026 High Peaks Resort


	Membership Dues
	Membership Dues: $225
	2026 SOA Membership Dues
	www.lpsoa.org



	for helping us protect Lake Placid Lake.
	Total Raised: $48,000 Number of gifts: 34 Average Gift: $1,396 Gifts of $1000 or more: 12 Largest gift: $15,000

	Clean Water Fund Results
	Through our Invasive Species Program, we fund lake stewards who monitor incoming boats and educate boaters, as well as divers who remove milfoil and other aquatic invasives. The lake is also monitored annually for water clarity and bacteria levels to safeguard public health.
	Working with the Town of North Elba, we helped establish mandatory septic inspections prior to property transfers—an important step in protecting water quality. Each summer, we also provide complimentary use of the Barge for septic pump-outs to support clean drinking water for all lake homeowners.
	Our efforts extend to maintaining the Dam, which recently underwent major rehabilitation.
	This important work is made possible by your continued support. Thank you for helping us protect Lake Placid Lake.
	Tax-deductible donations may be made by visiting the SOA website and clicking the DONATE button at the top of the page.
	To access the website,  scan the QR code or click the link below. DONATE NOW

	2025 SOA Lake Placid
	You may also mail a check payable to: Adirondack Community Foundation Memo: SOA Lake Placid Clean Water Fund PO Box 288 Lake Placid, NY 12946

	Wake Surfing Update
	-Scott Donnelly
	Wake surfing use and its impact to our lakes continues to get significant attention in the Adirondacks and across the country. The Adirondack Lakes Alliance recently held an update call which discussed a number of impacts resulting from wake surfing. The environments impacts include Shoreline Erosion (loss of shoreline and re-release of mercury and phosphorous sequestered in the soil), impact on nesting Loons (Loons cannot walk on land so nests are on the water’s edge), lake bottom sentiment disturbance (has not been an issue in Lake Placid due to our water depth), impact on other users (canoes, kayaks, paddlers and swimmers) and transfer of invasive species (hard/impossible to inspect/clean ballast tanks).
	Our neighbors in Vermont passed state wide rules restricting wake surfing use owing to the environmental impacts and the impact on other users of the lakes. These rules included restrictions on depth of water, minimum acres and clearance to shore and other users. The rules were enacted in April of 2024 and are currently being modified to further increase the use criteria based on feedback that the state did not go far enough to protect the environment and other lake users. It is important to note that regulations are applied to the act of wake surfing, including use of the ballast tanks, not to the boats themselves.
	Fortunately New York does not require state wide regulation. New York has delegated towns the jurisdiction to regulate lakes within 1500ft of their shoreline and/or to protect the health and safety of its residents. The alliance is recommending that wake surfing not be permitted in water less than 30ft deep, be restricted to areas of the lake that are at least 3000ft long and at least 1000ft from the nearest shore and that any boat with ballast tanks have the tanks cleaned and dried before entering the lake.
	The SOA will continue to address this issue and provide further updates at the annual meeting this summer.


	Memorial Tributes:
	Karen Delaney
	Bernard Conners
	Fred Calder
	Claudia Razook

